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TIMELINE
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PLANNING 101

Planning IS:

▪ Land use 

▪ Environmental protection

▪ Allocation of resources 
and activities, and their 
social, cultural, and 
economic impacts.

Planning IS NOT:

▪ Economic strategy

▪ Marketing strategy, 

▪ Property maintenance, etc.

But… the Plan may include policies 

around creating these.
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PLANNING 101
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Official Plan 

Statements of 

policy about  
residential, commercial, 

industrial, environment, 

coastal, heritage 

WHAT we want to 
accomplish

Land Use        

By-law

Regulations
about lot sizes, 

setbacks, 

permitted uses, etc.)  

HOW to 

accomplish it

Zoning 

map

WHAT can 

happen WHERE



TOOLS WE USE TO PLAN:
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o The Planning Act

o Demographic Information (StatsCan)

o Science and local knowledge

o GIS data and mapping



HOW PLANNING IS 
IMPLEMENTED

Development and Building Permits

Building inspections

Document approval for registry

Planning regulations

Variances
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1. Social

2. Physical

3. Economic

4. Environmental

FOUR ELEMENTS IN LAND 

USE PLANNING
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INSERT MAP OF 
MUNICIPALITY
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SOCIAL

• Average age of residents is 

41.6 years of age.

• Families with young children 

are a growing population.

• Predominant housing type is 

single-detached

• Significant housing growth in 

the area with more than half of 

all housing the municipality 

built in the last 4 decades.

*data from StatsCan with approximate 

municipal boundaries.  



HERITAGE

• Five National Historic Sites/Event 

locations 

• 14 additional sites are designed or 

registered as heritage locations 
(homesteads, churches, schools, etc.)

Photo credit: Province of PEI, Stewart 2012



RECREATION

• 2 provincial parks

• 3 municipal parks 

• 52+ km of trails

• beaches
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CULTURAL - PHYSICAL
Entire province is part of Mi’kma’ki, the traditional unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq people.



PHYSICAL – NATURAL RESOURCES
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PHYSICAL

▪ *Development activity from 2010-2020:  

✓ 17 new dwellings

✓ 8 additions and renovations 

✓ 29 accessory buildings

▪ Subdivisions:  

✓ 34 new lots created

✓ 12 consolidations

*preliminary data based on combined provincial and municipal approvals for former 

municipality of New Haven-Riverdale.  Remaining segments of RM West River still being 

compiled.
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ECONOMY

▪ Main industries are agriculture, 

fisheries and resource-related

▪ Residents employed in wide 

range of industries and sectors

▪ 77% of the local labour force 

commutes 15-44 minutes

▪ Little info on home-based 

offices/businesses



ECONOMY - Tourism

• Attractions

• Agri-tourism

• Short-term rentals

• Campgrounds

• Seasonal residences
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ENVIRONMENT

• Water – drinking water, waste water, storm water

• Wetlands – location, conservation, permitted 

activities

• Biodiversity – critical habitat, endangered species

• Erosion – areas at risk
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ENVIRONMENT - WATER
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CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Change in Climate 1976-2005 

recorded 

average

2051-2080

projections*

Change

Mean Annual Temperature (degrees 

Celsius)

6.1C 10.3C +4.2

Mean temperature (spring) 3.4C 7.2C +3.8

Mean temperature (summer) 17.6C 21.7C +4.1

Mean temperature (fall) 8.9C 10.8C +1.9

Mean temperature (winter) -5.5C -0.9C +4.7

Number of Very hot days (+30C) 1.1 21.1 +19.9

Number of tropical nights (daily 

temp>20C)

1.0 23.3 +22.4

Last day of spring frost May 7 March 25

Number of winter days (-15C) 21.8 2.3 -19.5

Comparison of recorded climate averages and future climate projections for Charlottetown Region
*projections are based on a high emissions scenario, also known as RCP8.5



• Recreational opportunities include 2 

provincial parks, 3 municipal parks, 

and a significant trail system with 

more than 52 km of trails.

AREAS AT RISK
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About 1/3 of respondents work from home

Vast majority of respondents were full-time residents

Just over half commute outside municipality for work.

65% of respondents have lived here 10+ years

Top reasons people live here:  it’s rural but close to 
services (31%); I grew up here (24%); natural beauty 
of region (19%) and to be near friends and family 
(24%)

SURVEY SAYS…
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SURVEY (cont’d)

• Just under half of respondents thought there was a good mix of 

housing

• Just under half think that development should be encouraged in 

traditional village centres (as opposed to anywhere)

• 2/3 of respondents felt there shouldn’t be too many rules on 

accessory buildings

• The majority of respondents try to support local businesses

• Most feel home-based businesses are vital to the local economy 

and not placing too many rules around them is important.

• Most respondents felt the focus of the municipality should be to 

support year-round residents and not on tourism or commercial 

growth.
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SURVEY (cont’d)

• Very strong support (85%) to protect fresh water 

resources (streams, wetlands and groundwater)

• Agriculture is an important part of the community 

fabric for 75% of respondents and must be protected.

• 23% have experienced some form of flooding on their 

properties

• Top 3 priorities for respondents:  responding to 

environmental challenges; preserving the existing 

character of the community; and reserving land for 

agricultural uses.



PROJECT WEBSITE
▪ Planrmwr.ca

▪ New and ongoing ways to 

provide feedback

▪ Registration is private and 

allows us track metadata



What do you want the 
community to become?

1. What is your top concern for the community in 
the next 15-20 years?

2. What needs to be protected in the community?

3. Where are the biggest opportunities for West 
River? 
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LINKS

Project website: planRMWR.ca

Email: planrmwr@westriverpe.ca

Twitter: @plan_river 

Instagram: @planwestriver

Facebook: facebook.com/planwestriver
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See Part 2 of the video for 
the public discussion
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…a reminder to enjoy the little things in life
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CORNWALL 
REGION 
SPECIAL 
PLANNING 
AREA

The SPA objectives are to:

• Limit size and scale of new development with on-site servicing

Minimize the extent to which unserviced 
residential, commercial and industrial 
development may occur;

• Limit number of new lots from existing parcels

• Minimum frontage, zoning, and other tools to minimize the 
impacts of new residential and non-resource commercial and 
industrial developments

Sustain the rural community by limiting future 
urban or suburban residential development and 
non-resource commercial and industrial 
development in order to minimize the loss of 
primary industry lands to non-resource land uses; 
and

• Minimum frontage, zoning and other standards to minimize 
land use conflicts

Minimize the potential for conflicts between 
resource uses and urban residential, commercial 
and industrial uses.

Established to protect the rural agricultural areas from urban-
scaled developments and to prevent unsustainable suburban 
sprawl that might create future pressure for services. 

SPA Exception (subsection 63(10))

• Consistency with Objectives

• Meet basic process & content requirements

• Max 5 residential lots from existing parcels, except where lots are 
connected to central servicing (existing: a parcel of land that existed 
on July 9, 1994)


