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This agenda and any supplementary materials can be found online at: www.westriverpe.ca/council/meetings. 

                                  Rural Municipality of West River Council Meeting Minutes 

Meeting No                                               2023-02 Time                                                           7:00 PM 

Session                                          Regular - Public Date                   Wednesday, February 15, 2023 

Chair                   Helen Smith-MacPhail - Mayor Location                       Afton Community Center 

Adoption status                                     Approved Contact Person          Laala Jahanshahloo - CAO 

Attendance       Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail, Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern, Councillor John Yeo 

joined virtually, Councillor Lillian MacCannell, Councillor Shaun MacArthur joined 

virtually, Councillor Steve Pollard, Laala Jahanshahloo - CAO, Kelly Taylor - 

Administrative Assistant.  

Regret                 Councillor Ryan Roggeveen  

Guest                   Nil 

• Call to Order  

Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. 

• Adoption & Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was approved as circulated. It was moved by Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern and, 

seconded by Councillor Shaun MacArthur, unanimously carried. 

• Declarations of Conflict of Interest 

No conflict of interest was declared. 

• Delegations & Public Input 

Congratulations to Mayor Helen on receiving the Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medal.  

• Adoption of Previous Meeting's Minutes  

The minutes of January 25, 2023, Council Meeting were approved as circulated. It was moved by 

Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern and, seconded by Councillor Steve Pollard, unanimously carried. 

http://www.westriverpe.ca/council/meetings
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• Informational Items 

 EMO.2023.2.1 - Opening the Reception Center 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Description:  

Councillor Shaun MacArthur informed Council that the Warming Centre was opened at Afton 

Hall on February 4, 2023, for 4 hours. Only one family dropped in. The center was closed when 

power was restored. 

 PLB.2023.2.1 - Status of RMWR’s OP&LUB Approval 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Description:  

The Mayor has been back and forth with provincial employees regarding this issue, and we are 

still awaiting approval from the Minister of Agriculture and Land. The province's memo sent out 

and handed back and forth between staff is, at this time,  an internal document; therefore, it is 

not a public document and cannot be released at this time. The survey was done at the 

beginning of the planning to gather feedback. The platform contract has expired, and the 

information will be transferred to a new platform.  

Councillor John Yeo called a point of order at 7:30 PM.  

 OTR.2023.2.1 - Letter to Island Coastal Services 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Background:  

CW.2023-01-5.1 
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Description:  

The Mayor wrote a letter to Island Coastal Services on February 9, 2023 (Appendix 2.1, attached 

hereto, forming a part of this minutes), but no response has been received as of yet.  

 OTR.2023.2.2 - FPEIM Semi-Annual Meeting 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Background: 

OTR.2023.1.1 

Description:  

The Municipality's representatives attended the FPEIM Semi-Annual Meeting on February 11, 

2023, hosted by the Rural Municipality of St. Peter's Bay.  

• Discussion Items 

 WRC.2023.2.1 - Council and Committee Meetings - Time Limit and Time Extension 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (5-0) 

Description: Motion 2023-15 

Moved by Councillor Shaun MacArthur and Seconded by Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern 

WHEREAS 

According to the Procedural Bylaw # 2021-01, Section (6.5), Council may, by resolution, 

establish a time limit for any meeting and may extend the time limit for any regular Council 

meeting with a unanimous vote in favour of the motion to extend the meeting, and 

WHEREAS 

The Committee of the Whole recommended 90-minute for any regular meeting with a 

maximum of a 30-minute extension, 
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BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River adopts a 90-minute time limit for any 

regular Council and Committee meeting with a maximum 30-minute extension subject to a 

unanimous vote in favour of the motion to extend the meeting. 

 WRC.2023.2.2 - Abuse, Neglect and Harassment Policy 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (5-0) 

Description: Motion 2023-16 

Moved by Councillor Shaun MacArthur  and Seconded by  Councillor Lillian MacCannell 

WHEREAS 

According to the Municipal Government Section (68) (2) (a), a Council may develop policies 

respecting services and programs, and shall evaluate, on a regular basis, the services and 

programs for relevancy, effectiveness and efficiency, and 

WHEREAS 

To comply with the Occupational Health And Safety Act, Chapter O-1.01, Workplace 

Harassment Regulations, which came into force on July 1, 2020, and 

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on February 2, 2023, 

BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River approves the (Appendix A, attached hereto, 

forming a part of this resolution) Abuse, Neglect and Harassment Policy 2023-01. 

 FIN.2023.2.1 - 2023 Property Tax Rate 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (5-0) 

Description: Motion 2023-17 
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Moved by Councillor Shaun MacArthur  and Seconded by Councillor John Yeo 

WHEREAS 

According to the Municipal Government Section (160) (1) (a), a Council shall, by resolution, after 

estimating the probable revenue from all sources other than taxes, approve a tax rate or rates 

applicable to all real property within the jurisdiction and boundaries of the municipality for the 

purpose of raising revenue sufficient to defray projected municipal expenditures for that year 

including any deficit carried forward from the previous year, and shall notify the Provincial Tax 

Commissioner in accordance with the Real Property Tax Act respecting the approved tax rate or 

rates, and 

WHEREAS 

The 2022 Non-Commercial properties tax rates for the former communities of Afton, Bonshaw, 

Meadowbank, and West River were $0.16 per $100 of assessment and $0.19 per $100 of 

assessment for the former community of New-Haven Riverdale, and 

WHEREAS 

The 2022 Commercial properties tax rates for the former communities of Afton, Bonshaw, 

Meadowbank, and West River were $0.2425 per $100 of assessment and $0.2725 per $100 of 

assessment for the former community of New-Haven Riverdale, and 

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on February 2, 2023, 

BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River approves keeping 2023 property tax rates 

the same as 2022 for both Commercial and Non-Commercial properties in the former 

communities in its boundaries. 

 FIN.2023.2.2 - 2023-24 Financial Plan 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (5-0) 

Description: Motion 2023-18 
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Moved by Councillor Lillian MacCannell and Seconded by Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern 

WHEREAS 

Under section 150 of the Municipal Government Act, on or before March 31 of each year, a 

Council shall, by resolution, adopt a financial plan for the upcoming fiscal year, and 

WHEREAS 

According to Motion # 2023-06, the Rural Municipality of West River held a public meeting on 

January 31, 2023, and no negative feedback was received from the public, and 

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on February 2, 2023, 

BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council for Rural Municipality of West River adopts the Financial Plan for 2023-2024 

(Appendix A, attached hereto, forming a part of this resolution). 

 FIN.2023.2.3 - Gas Tax - Decommitting Funds Request 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (5-0) 

Description: Motion 2023-19 

Moved by Councillor Lillian MacCannell and Seconded by Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern 

WHEREAS 

On November 8, 2022, PEI Infrastructure Secretariat requested revising the former Community 

of West River's 2020-21 AER and including the $11,488 to the original 2020/2021 AER of March 

2021, and  

WHEREAS 

According to Motion#2023-07, the CAO signed the revised version of the former Community of 

West River's 2020-21 AER and acknowledged the receiving of $11,488 as the 2019/20-second 

installment, and  
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WHEREAS 

On February 2, 2022, the PEI Infrastructure Secretariat informed the CAO that the CCBF AER 

Reconciliation form, which was updated per the PEI Infrastructure Secretariat request to add 

$11,488 as received money, shows $13.00 overcommitted funds, and 

WHEREAS 

On February 2, 2022, the PEI Infrastructure Secretariat informed the CAO that no further CCBF 

payments of $240,567.50 will be made to West River until this $13.00 has been de-committed 

from a project, and  

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on February 2, 2023, 

BE IT RESOLVED  

The Council for Rural Municipality of West River authorizes the CAO to sign the Gas Tax Fund 

Transfer Request Form and de-committed $13.00 from project#57.1.1 (Mutter Park Upgrade) 

(Appendix A, attached hereto, forming a part of this resolution). 

 IN.2023.2.4 - Operating Budget 2022-23 Revision III 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (5-0) 

Description: Motion 2023-20 

Moved by Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern and Seconded by Councillor Shaun MacArthur 

WHEREAS 

According to Motion#2023-07, the Municipality had to acknowledge the receiving of $11,488 

from the PEI Infrastructure Secretariat, and  

WHEREAS 

According to Schedule C of the Gas Tax Agreement, Eligible and Ineligible Expenditures, Section 

(2) (d) taxes for which the ultimate recipient is eligible for a tax rebate and all other costs 

eligible for rebates consider ineligible costs to be paid from Gas Tax account, and  
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WHEREAS 

Some of the former communities' documents, including bank statements, were misplaced 

during the amalgamation, and the CAO has no way to confirm compliance with Section (2)(d) of 

Schedule C of the Gas Tax Agreement for all the projects funded by the gas tax before 

amalgamation, and 

WHEREAS 

Under Motion#2022-95, the $33,725.50 received MCEG#2021-22 to a new expenditure item for 

the ongoing RMWR Capital Projects and replaced as soon as the CCBF instalments for 2021-22 

have been received, and 

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on February 2, 2023, 

BE IT RESOLVED  

The Rural Municipality of West River approves transferring $33,725.50 to the Gas Tax bank 

account and not repaying it back to the operating account when the CCBF instalments for 2021-

22 have been received. 

 FIN.2023.2.5 - 2023 Atlantic Bug Busters Contract 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (5-0) 

Description: Motion 2023-21 

Moved by Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern and Seconded by Councillor Shaun MacArthur 

WHEREAS 

The former community of New Heaven-Riverdale started the Black Fly Program in 1996, and 

WHEREAS 

The property owners within the boundaries of the former community of New Haven-Riverdale 

pay $0.03 more than the other property owners of the former communities of Afton, Bonshaw, 
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Meadowbank, and West River for their property tax per $100 assessment to cover the cost of 

this program, and 

WHEREAS 

Due to the damage caused by Post Tropical Cyclone, Fiona could need more products and more 

treatments, which will result in a potential cost increase, and 

WHEREAS 

The Atlantic Bug Busters Company is requesting a $3,000.00 postdated cheque as a retainer to 

cover the potential cost increase, and 

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on February 2, 2023, 

BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River accepts the attached proposed offer from 

Atlantic Bug Busters Company for the Black Fly Program at the cost of $15,250.00, HST included. 

(Appendix A, attached hereto, forming a part of this resolution) and authorized the CAO to 

execute it. 

Receipt   

 PLB.2023.2.2 - Planning Board Committee 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (5-0) 

Description: Motion 2023-22 

Moved by Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern and Seconded by Councillor Lillian MacCannell 

WHEREAS 

According to Planning Act Section (9) (2), the Council of a municipality may appoint a Planning 

Board to prepare an official plan, and 
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WHEREAS 

According to Planning Act Section (9) (4), a Planning Board shall consist of a chairperson who 

shall be a member of the Council; and not less than two other members who may be members 

of the Council and 

WHEREAS 

According to Planning Act Section (9) (5), members of a Planning Bard hold office until their 

successors are appointed, and 

WHEREAS 

According to Motion#2020-21, the Planning Board members were appointed according to the 

Planning Act Section (9), including Councillor Sharon Slauenwhite as Chair, Deputy Mayor Bob 

Clow, Councillor John Yeo, and 

WHEREAS 

The Municipality's Official Plan and Land Use Bylaw final package has been submitted to the 

Department of Agriculture and Land to receive Ministerial approval, and 

WHEREAS 

Following Municipal Government Act Section (90) (1), the Mayor is a member of every 

committee that the Council or Mayor establishes under this or another Act, and 

WHEREAS 

Following Municipal Government Act Section (90) (2), when in attendance at a committee 

meeting, the Mayor has the right to vote and shall be counted for the purpose of determining 

quorum, and 

WHEREAS 

The Municipality's Official Plan and Land Use Bylaw final package has been submitted to the 

Department of Agriculture and Land to receive Ministerial approval, and 

WHEREAS 

This resolution bears the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole as discussed at a 

meeting held on February 2, 2023, 
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BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River extends the term of the Planning Board 

appointed under Motion#2020-21 until the accomplishment of any outstanding or required 

tasks related to the completion of the Municipality's Official Plan and Land Use Bylaw project 

subject to shuffling the structure of the Committee as follow: 

o Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail (Chair) 

o Councillor John Yeo (Member) 

o Sharon Slauenwhite (Member) 

o Bob Clow (Member) 

 PTY.2023.2.1 - Installing Security Cameras - Afton Community Center and Bonshaw 

Community Center Project Funded by Gas Tax 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (5-0) 

Description: Motion 2023-23 

Moved by Councillor Shaun MacArthur  and Seconded by Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern 

WHEREAS 

The Rural Municipality of West River owns both Afton Community Center and Bonshaw 

Community Center, and 

WHEREAS 

As both buildings are part of ongoing capital improvement projects, which will increase the 

Replacement Cost New of the 2021 appraisal of Afton Community Center ($1,396,909) and 

Bonshaw Community Center ($839,501), and 

WHEREAS 

There was an incident at Afton Community Center, and the EV Charger was vandalized (RCMP 

Incident #20221762561), and 
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WHEREAS 

The Afton and Bonshaw Community Centers' BODs have requested more security for the 

building, and 

WHEREAS 

The Properties Committee held on September 5, 2022, recommended upgrading the existing 

security system at the Afton Community Center provided by Security First Ltd, 

BE IT RESOLVED 

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River approves paying for installing security 

cameras for Afton Community Center (upgrading the existing system) and Bonshaw Community 

Center as part of the ongoing capital project funded by Gas Tax. 

 OTR.2023.2.3 - Liability Protection - Legal Training for Council 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (5-0) 

Moved by Councillor Shaun MacArthur and Seconded by Councillor John Yeo 

Description:  

The CAO will request training from Stewart McKelvey. The date is to be determined later. 

 OTR.2023.2.4 – FPEIM Nomination - 2023 FPEIM Annual Meeting 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Motion Carried (5-0) 

Moved by Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern and Seconded by Councillor Steve Pollard 

Background: 

The call for Nominations for Election to the FPEIM Board cut-off time is 4:00 PM on March 10, 

2023; the Council must approve the nomination. 
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Description:  

The Council approved the nomination of Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail, Deputy Mayor Aaron 

MacEachern, Councillor John Yeo, Councillor Lillian MacCannell, Councillor Shaun MacArthur, 

and Councillor Steve Pollard for the 2023 Election to the FPEIM Board. 

• Adjournment 

 Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 PM. 

 The next meeting will be on March 22, 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Smith-MacPhail Laala Jahanshahloo 

Mayor    ___________________________________ Chief Administrative Officer  ________________________ 
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Appendix 2.1 
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Appendix 2.1 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.1 (Continued) 
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Appendix A – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-16 
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Appendix A – Motion 2023-18 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-18 
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Appendix A– Motion 2023-19 
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Appendix A– Motion 2023-21 
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Appendix A (Continued) – Motion 2023-21 

 
 


