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This agenda and any supplementary materials can be found online at: www.westriverpe.ca/council/meetings. 

                      Rural Municipality of West River Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes  

Meeting No                                                       2023-01 Time                                                                   7:00 PM 

Session                                                  Regular - Public Date                                  Thursday, February 2, 2023 

Chair                           Helen Smith-MacPhail - Mayor Location                               Afton Community Center 

Adoption status                                             Approved Contact Person                   Laala Jahanshahloo - CAO 

Attendance         Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail, Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern, Councillor Ryan Roggeveen, 

Councillor John Yeo, Councillor Lillian MacCannell, Councillor Shaun MacArthur, Councillor 

Steve Pollard, Laala Jahanshahloo - CAO, Kelly Taylor - Administrative Assistant 

Regret                 Nil 

Guest                   Nil 

 Call to Order  

Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. 

 Adoption & Approval of Agenda 

The following topic was added to the circulated agenda by Councillor Shaun MacArthur: 

 EMO.2023.1.1 - ERC and Upcoming Weather Forecast  

The agenda was approved as circulated, including any added items. It was moved by Councillor 

Shaun MacArthur and, seconded by Councillor Lillian MacCannell, unanimously carried. 

 Declarations of Conflict of Interest 

Councillor Lillian MacCannell recused herself from item FIN.23.1.6, citing a conflict of interest as the 

Director of the Canoe Cove Community Association. 

• Informational Items 

 OTR.23.1.1 - Mayor's Presentation - Coalition for the Protection of PEI Land 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

http://www.westriverpe.ca/council/meetings
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Background: 

OTR.2023.1.2 

Description: 

Mayor made a presentation regarding the Fairview land development issue on January 28, 

2023 (Appendix 1.1, attached hereto, forming a part of this minutes). 

 PLB.23.1.1 - Environmental Protection Order 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Description:  

On January 16, 2023, RMWR received a letter from Municipal Affairs providing information 

regarding the new Environmental Protection Order and clarifying the moratorium on new 

developments in buffer zones, including a copy of an environmental protection order issued by 

the Hon. Steven Myers, Minister of Environment, Energy and Climate Action, provides 

additional guidance to the moratorium announced by the Minister on December 1, 2022 

(Appendix 1.2, attached hereto, forming a part of this minutes). 

 WRC.23.1.2 - Collaborating to Improve Municipal Administrative Capacity 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Description:  

The Municipal Affairs will send representatives to attend the next Committee of the Whole 

meeting on March 9, 2023, to discuss "Collaborating to Improve Municipal Administrative 

Capacity" between PEI's municipalities. 

 PLB.23.1.1 - OP&LUB - Update 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 
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Description: 

Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail, requested the former Councillor and Chair of PLB, Sharon 

Slauenwhite, to bring the new Council update regarding the status of RMWR's OP&LUB. 

Sharon Slauenwhite gave a short history of this project as it waits for the Minister of 

Agriculture and Land's approval. 

 EMO.23.1.1 - ERC and Upcoming Weather Forecast 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Description:  

Councillor Shaun MacArthur statements that the Afton Community Center will be ready to 

operate as Warming Center if required. 

• Recommendation Items 

 WRC.23.1.1 - Council and Committee Meetings - Time Limit and Time Extension 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended 

Background: 

Procedural Bylaw # 2021-01, Section (6.5). 

Description:  

The Committee recommended that the Council adopt a 90-minute time limit for any regular 

Council and Committee meeting with a maximum 30-minute extension subject to a unanimous 

vote in favor of the motion to extend the session. 

 FIN.23.1.1 - 2023 Non- Commercial & Commercial Tax Rate 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended 
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Background: 

Municipal Government Act Section (160) (1). Previous years' tax rates are as follows: 

Tax Rate (per $100 of assessment) 2020 2021 2022 

Fire Due Non- Commercial $0.07 $0.0775 $0.0775 

Non- Commercial (Afton, Bonshaw, Meadowbank, and West River) $0.16 $0.16 $0.16 

Non- Commercial (New-Haven Riverdale) $0.19 $0.19 $0.19 

Fire Due Commercial $0.07 $0.16 $0.16 

Commercial (Afton, Bonshaw, Meadowbank, and West River) $0.16 $0.16 $0.2425 

Commercial (New-Haven Riverdale) $0.19 $0.19 $0.2725 

Description: The Committee recommended that the Council approves keeping 2023 property 

tax rates the same as 2022 for both Commercial and Non-Commercial properties in the former 

communities in its boundaries. 

 FIN.23.1.2 - 2023-24 Financial Plan 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended 

Background: Municipal Government Act Section (150) (1). No negative feedback was received 

from the public meeting held on January 31, 2023. 

Description: The Committee recommended that the Council adopts the proposed Financial 

Plan for 2023-2024.  

 FIN.23.1.3 - MCEG 2021-22 – CCBF 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended 
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Background: 

Motion#2022-95, Motion#202-07, Schedule C of the Gas Tax Agreement (Eligible and Ineligible 

Expenditures), misplaced documents during the amalgamation prevents confirmation of 

compliance with Section (2)(d) of Gas Tax Agreement (Eligible and Ineligible Expenditures). On 

February 2, 2022, the PEI Infrastructure Secretariat informed the CAO that the CCBF AER 

Reconciliation Form shows $13.00 overcommitted funds. No further CCBF payments will be 

made until this $13.00 has been de-committed from a project. 

Description: 

The Committee recommended that the Council approve de-committing $13.00 from Gas Tax 

Project#57.1.1 (Mutter Park Upgrade) and transferring the $33,725.50 received from 

MCEG#2021-22 (allocated for the ongoing Capital Project) to the Gas Tax bank. 

 FIN.23.1.4 - Black Fly Program 2023 - Proposal 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended 

Background: 

The former community of New Heaven-Riverdale started the Black Fly Program in 1996, and 

the property owners are paying $0.03 more for their property tax to cover it. 

Description: 

The Committee recommended that the Council accept the proposed offer from Atlantic Bug 

Busters Company for the Black Fly Program at $15,250.00, HST included. 

 OTR.23.1.2 - Welcome Sign  

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Referred 

Background:  

MOTION #2021 -128 
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Description:  

The item was referred to CAO to get a quote for ten signs, estimate the project's cost and start 

looking for funding opportunities. It should be brought back for more discussion as soon as 

funding becomes available. 

 HR.23.1.1 - Abuse, Neglect and Harassment Policy 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended 

Background: Municipal Government Section (68) (2) (a), Occupational Health And Safety Act 

Chapter (O-1.01), Workplace Harassment Regulations, which came into force on July 1, 2020. 

Description: The Committee reviewed the proposed Abuse, Neglect and Harassment and 

recommended that the Council approves it as Abuse, Neglect and Harassment Policy 2023-01. 

 OTR.23.1.3 - Snow Clearing - Rte. 19 Rocky Point to DeSable 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended 

Background:  

The Rural Municipality of West River has recently received several complaints from residents 

regarding the performance of Island Coastal Services Ltd's snow clearing and sanding 

operations for the Route 19 loop from Afton Community Center to Rocky Point back to the 

Nine Mile Creek intersection. 

Description:  

Deputy Mayor will draft a letter, and Mayor will send it to the Island Coastal Services Ltd to 

express the concern and copy the Acting Assistant Director of Highway Maintenance, MLA 

New Haven-Rocky Point, and MLA Cornwall-Meadowbank  

 OTR.23.1.4 - Recognition of Volunteers in RMWR 

Decision Type: Action 
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Status: Referred 

Description:  

The item was referred to the Administrative Assistant to plan a public event in the summer. 

There will be a public announcement to reach out to the community to ensure all the residents 

have the opportunity to be informed. Volunteers from the Fiona Warming Centre will be 

invited; community organizations will also be contacted so they can invite their own 

volunteers. 

 FIN.23.1.5 - Grant Request 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Noted / Filed 

Description: The grant request from Canoe Cove Community Association was noted and filed 

as the Committee members (except Councillor Lillian MacCannell recused herself) decided to 

make recommendations at the next meeting (March 9, 2023) to take time to consider the item 

more thoroughly. 

 HR.23.1.1 - Planning Board Committee 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended 

Background:  

Planning Act Section (9), Municipal Government Act Section (90), and Motion#2020-21. 

Description:  

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River extends the term of the Planning Board 

appointed under Motion#2020-21 until the accomplishment of any outstanding or required 

tasks related to the completion of the Municipality's Official Plan and Land-Use Bylaw project 

subject to shuffling the structure of the Committee as follow:  
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- Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail (Chair)  

- Councillor John Yeo (Member) 

- Sharon Slauenwhite (Member) 

- Bob Clow (Member) 

 HR.23.1.1 - Participation of Resident as Subject Matter Experts 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Referred 

Background:  

The CAO has received three emails from residents expressing their interest in participating as 

Subject Matter Experts on the Planning Board Committee. 

Description: 

The item was referred to CAO to inquire about the selection process of SMEs in the same 

classes (MGA Section 11) of Municipalities in PEI and report back. 

• Questions from Audience and Public Input 

 A New Heaven Riverdale resident had the following requests. 

- The CAO will contact SJM to receive a copy Public Engagement Survey of the 

OP&LUB. 

- The CAO will contact Atlantic Bug Busters Inc for information about the chemical 

used to control the Black Fly population and its impact on habits. 
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• Adjournment 

 Councillor John Yeo motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 PM. 

 The next meeting will be on March 9, 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Smith-MacPhail Laala Jahanshahloo 

Mayor    ___________________________________ Chief Administrative Officer  ________________________ 
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Appendix 1.1 
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Appendix 1.1 (Continued) 
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Appendix 1.1 (Continued) 
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Appendix 1.2 
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Appendix 1.2 (Continued) 
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Appendix 1.2 (Continued) 

 
 


