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This agenda and any supplementary materials can be found online at: www.westriverpe.ca/council/meetings. 

                      Rural Municipality of West River Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes  

Meeting No                                                       2023-02 Time                                                                   7:00 PM 

Session                                                  Regular - Public Date                                      Thursday, March 9, 2023 

Chair                           Helen Smith-MacPhail - Mayor Location                               Afton Community Center 

Adoption status                                             Approved Contact Person                   Laala Jahanshahloo - CAO 

Attendance        Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail, Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern, Councillor John Yeo, 

Councillor Ryan Roggeveen, Councillor Lillian MacCannell, Councillor Shaun MacArthur, 

Councillor Steve Pollard, Laala Jahanshahloo - CAO, Kelly Taylor - Administrative Assistant.  

Regret                 Nil 

Guest                   Nil 

 Call to Order  

Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. 

 Adoption & Approval of Agenda 

The following topic was added to the circulated agenda by Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail: 

 PLB.23.2.4 – Correspondence to the provincial Candidates Regarding the Municipal Issues   

The agenda was approved as circulated, including any added items. It was moved by Councillor John 

Yeo and, seconded by Councillor Shaun MacArthur, unanimously carried. 

 Declarations of Conflict of Interest 

Councillor Lillian MacCannell recused herself from item FIN.23.2.3, citing a conflict of interest as the 

Director of the Canoe Cove Community Association. 

 Adoption of Previous Meeting's Minutes 

The minutes of February 2, 2023, Committee of the Whole meeting was approved as circulated. It 

was moved by Deputy Mayor Aaron MacEachern and, seconded by Councillor Ryan Roggeveen, 

unanimously carried.  
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• Informational Items 

 OTR.23.2.1 - Municipal Affairs Presentation 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Canceled 

Background: 

OTR.2023.1.8 

Description: 

The Municipal Affairs informed the CAO on March 8, 2023, that they could not attend the 

meeting because the election had been called.  

 OTR.23.2.2- - Council Acknowledgment - West River Fridge 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Background: 

EMO7.1 

Description:  

The West River Fridge Group sent a thank you note as they received an $805.15 donation from 

Municipality on February 9, 2023. 

 WRC.23.2.1 - Amalgamation and CRA Registration 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Background: 

CRA was contacted in March 2021 to retain the original West River business number for the 

newly amalgamated Municipality and all other predecessor accounts combined into the 

singular account (FIN5.8). 
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Description:  

As of March 2023, the "Rural Municipality of West River" is not mentioned in the CRA's list of 

municipalities. The status of five former communities of Afton, Bonshaw, Meadowbank, New 

Haven-Riverdale, and West River are "Registered" instead of "Terminated" with a note as 

"Amalgamated as Rural Municipality of West River" (Appendix 2.1, attached hereto, forming a 

part of this minutes). 

The Department of Finance and Municipal Affairs has been contacted as CRA has not yet 

recognized Municipality's amalgamation. 

 WRC.23.2.2 - Liability and What Council Members Need to Know - Training 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Description: 

The Stewart McKelvey will present a training session at May's Committee of Council Meeting 

(May 11, 2023, at 7:00 PM) and requested the Council to mark their calendars to ensure they 

could attend. 

 FIN.23.2.1 - Municipal Tax Rate Certification 2023 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Description:  

The CAO hand-delivered the signed copy of the Municipal Tax Rate Certification 2023 to the 

Property Tax Administrator at Taxation & Property office.  

 FIN.23.2.2 Community Celebration Fund - 150 PEI 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 
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Description:  

The CAO submitted the 150 PEI funding request to Community Celebration Fund on February 

27, 2023.  

 PLB.23.2.1 - Mayor's Letter to Minister Fox Regarding Special Planning Area 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Background: 

PLB.2023.1.2 

Description:  

Mayor sent out the letter regarding the lack of consultation on the planning act subdivision 

and development regulations to Minster Fox on March 6, 2023, before the election was called 

(Appendix 2.2, attached hereto, forming a part of this minutes) 

 PLB.23.2.2 - PID#656447 Pit Permit Renewal 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Background: 

According to the Environmental Land Management database and mapping program, Island 

Coastal has had a pit permit for PID#656447 with the province since 2009, but it expired on 

July 21, 2015. 

Description:  

The Pollution Prevention and Compliance Supervisor of Environmental Land Management 

notified CAO of the application for permit renewal from Island Coastal for Pit PID#656447, 

located within the former municipal boundaries of New Haven.  
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The Department has developed a policy around section 2a (Appendix 2.3, attached hereto, 

forming a part of this minutes) of the Excavation Pit Regulations regarding the definition of the 

regulation of excavation pits. Under this definition, the New Haven Bylaws do not regulate 

excavation pits. Environmental Land Management will continue to issue our provincial 

excavation pit permit as per their regulations for this property. 

 PTY.23.2.1 - Bonshaw Community Center Upgrade CRPF Agreement – Amendment #1 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Background: 

Motion #2022-86 

Description:  

The CAO signed the Community Revitalization Program agreement amendment for the 

Bonshaw Community Center shower, increasing the amount of funding from $40,000 to 

$55,922 on February 23, 2023 (Appendix 2.4, attached hereto, forming a part of this minutes). 
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 PTY.23.2.2 - Afton Community Center Addition Project Progress Report 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Description:  

 

 PTY.23.2.3 - Bonshaw Community Center Improvement Project Progress Report 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

  

  



________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_ 

Committee of the Whole Mar 9th, 2023, Meeting Minutes                               Page 7 of 37 

Description:  

 

 FIN.23.2.5 - Small Project Component of the Enabling Accessibility Fund Program 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Background: 

Motion#2022-97, Motion#2022-59, and RMWR's application for funding under the Enabling 

Accessibility Fund for Small Projects Component was submitted on October 27, 2022, for 

adding a wheelchair ramp to Bonshaw Community Center. 

Description:  

On March 2, 2023, the CAO was informed that the RMWR's project had been selected to 

receive the funding. 

 PLB.23.2.4 – Correspondence to the provincial Candidates Regarding the Municipal Issues 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 
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Description:  

Mayor would like to send an update regarding the status of OP&LUB approval to District#16 

and District#17 candidates of all political parties, explaining the challenges facing the RMWR 

land use and planning and lack of communication. When the letter is completed, a copy of the 

correspondence will go out to the Councillors. 

• Recommendation Items 

 FIN.23.2.3 - Grant Requests 

Important Note: 

As Councillor Lillian McConnell declared her conflict of interest and recused herself from this 

item, she left the meeting before this item was brought up for discussion and joined the 

meeting after the Committee made the recommendation. 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended 

Background: 

Canoe Cove Community Association grant application and respective Bylaw #2022-02 grant 

request evaluation checklist (Appendix 2.5, attached hereto, forming a part of this minutes).  

West River Community Fridge grant application and respective Bylaw #2022-02 Grant Request 

Evaluation Checklist (Appendix 2.6, attached hereto, forming a part of this minutes). 

Description:  

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River approves awarding a one-time grant from 

the 2022-23 Operating Budget as follows: 

- $3000 for Canoe Cove Community Association 

- $1500 for West River Community Fridge 

 FIN.23.2.4 - Emission Calculation and Reporting 

Decision Type: Action 
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Status: Noted / Filed 

Background: 

e-Mission Software Inc - Emission Calculation & Reporting Introduction (Appendix 2.7, 

attached hereto, forming a part of this minutes)  

Description:  

This item was noted and filed as the Committee members decided to subject their 

recommendations to obtain a detailed proposal from e-Mission Software Inc. 

 FIN.23.2.5 - Bonshaw Community Center Improvement Project- Change Orders #4 and #7 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended 

Background: 

Capital Budget 2022-23, PTY.23.2.1, and FIN.23.2.5  

Description:  

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River accepts adding CO#4 at the cost of 

$101,050.00 plus HST (Wheelchair Ramp) and CO#7 at the cost of $2,700.00 plus HST of (well 

pump) to the Bonshaw Community Cultural Center Improvement Project signed the contract 

as of Motion#2022-51.  

 PLB.23.2.3 - PID 768770 and PID 568790 - Property Boundary Adjustment 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended 

Background: 

The Development Officer received the required documentation; both landowners have 

provided written consent for the boundary adjustment. 
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Description:  

The Council for the Rural Municipality of West River approves boundary adjustment described 

as Lot 22-1A (Appendix 2.8, attached hereto, forming a part of this minutes), Parcels A & B 

being a subdivision of Lands of PID No. 768770 & 568790 as shown of the draft plan prepared 

by Derek A. French Professional Services Inc. drawing No. 22099-5 dated December 14, 2022. 

 PTY.23.2.5 - Tender Documents - Mutter Park Fiona Recovery 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Noted / Filed 

Background: 

Motion#2023-10, Policy # 2022-04 

Description:  

This item was noted and filed as the Committee members decided to subject their 

recommendations to preparing the Mutter Park Forest Management Plan as a prerequisite. 

Due to the time sensitivity of the situation created after Fiona, the Committee recommended 

that the CAO be authorized to hire WRF Consultant to start this process. 

 OTR.23.2.3 - Black Fly Program - Biological Approach 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Referred  

Background: 

CW#23-01 

Description:  

The item was referred to the CAO and the information received from Atlantic Bug Busters Inc 

regarding the VectoBac® should be provided to the residents upon their request.  

 OTR.23.2.4 - Dog Bylaw 

Decision Type: Action 
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Status: Referred  

Background: 

The CAO has received several complaints regarding the dogs running off-leash unaccompanied 

from the RMWR's residents. 

Description:  

The item was referred to CAO to inquire about the animal control bylaw and its enforcement 

in the same classes (MGA Section 11) of Municipalities in PEI and report back. 

• Questions from Audience and Public Input 

 Some residents living near Mutter Park shared their concerns and input regarding the property 

cleanup, forest management plan, replanting, trail usage and safety concerns. The Committee 

thanked their inputs and directed the CAO to ensure they will be considered in preparing the 

future plan. 

• Adjournment 

 Councillor Lillian MacCannell motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 PM. 

 The next meeting will be on April 13, 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Smith-MacPhail Laala Jahanshahloo 

Mayor    ___________________________________ Chief Administrative Officer  ________________________ 
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Appendix 2.1 
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Appendix 2.1 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.2  
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Appendix 2.2 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.3 
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Appendix 2.4 
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Appendix 2.4 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.4 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.4 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.4 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.5 
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Appendix 2.5 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.5 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.7 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.7 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.6 
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Appendix 2.6 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.6 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.6 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.7 
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Appendix 2.7 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.7 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.7 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.7 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.7 (Continued) 
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Appendix 2.8 

 
 


