
                          Rural Municipality of West River Planning Board Committee Minutes 

Meeting No                                                  2025-16 Time                                                              6:00 PM 

Session                                             Regular - Public Date                             Thursday, January 9, 2025 

Chair                      Helen Smith-MacPhail - Mayor Location                         Afton Community Centre 

Adoption Status                                       Approved Contact Person                       Susan Morse - CAO 

Attendance      Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail, Councillor Aaron MacEachern, Councillor Daniel Sud, 

Councillor John Yeo, Councillor Lillian MacCannell, Councillor Steve Pollard, Susan 

Morse - CAO, Ehi Itua – Administrative Assistant 

Regret                Deputy Mayor Shaun MacArthur 

Guest                 Nil 

• Call to Order  

Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM 

• Adoption & Approval of Agenda 

The following item was added to the agenda by Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail  

 Item 4 – Questions from the Audience and Public Input 

The agenda was approved as circulated. It was moved by Councillor John Yeo, seconded by 

Councillor Steve Pollard, and unanimously carried. 

• Declarations of Conflict of Interest 

Nil 

• Questions from the Audience and Public Input 

Mayor Smith-MacPhail addressed community concerns regarding dog-related issues. She informed 

the audience that Council had discussed this matter during its November meeting and resolved to 

draft an Animal Control Bylaw. The CAO was tasked with conducting research, and the draft bylaw 

will be reviewed by committee members during the meeting.  
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Thereafter, Mayor Smith-MacPhail opened the floor for questions and comments from the 

audience. The following comments and questions all pertain to dog related issues and dog bylaw: 

Comment 1: Pierre Filion objected to the idea of the municipality establishing and enforcing an 

Animal Control Bylaw. His rationale for this objection is the enforcement cost which he believes 

could be around $100,000 annually, and taxpayers would have to absorb this cost. He provided the 

following alternative options that Council could consider:  

- Utilizing the services of the Animal Protection Organization for aggressive dogs or dogs that 

have bitten a person or another animal  

- Contracting a bylaw officer or bylaw officer Donna Johnson who could help with the dog 

issues 

- Introducing dog registration and a tag be sold to every dog owner for ease of identification 

Response: Mayor Smith-MacPhail responded that Donna Johnson is the bylaw enforcement officer 

and enforces the Land Use Bylaw of the Municipality. She mentioned that Council has considered 

the process and cost of having and enforcing an animal bylaw, and municipalities are required 

under the provincial dog act to address dog issues which makes it necessary for the municipality to 

have an animal control bylaw in place. 

Comment 2: Rita DeHaan expressed concerns about the dog issues in the community and whether 

having a bylaw will hold owners accountable for the actions of their dogs.  

Q1: Will the proposed Provincial Dog Owner Act supersede the municipality’s Animal Control Bylaw? 

Response: The provisions of the Provincial Dog Act govern unincorporated areas, requiring 

municipalities to establish their own bylaw. 

Q2: What actions should community members take during incidents involving dangerous dogs, like 

what happened in Johnson’s River: 

Response: Dangerous situations should be reported to the RCMP. 

Comment 3: Carol Carragher shared a personal experience with a dangerous dog and how the RCMP 

responded. She emphasized the need for effective measures in handling dog issues in the 

community. 

Comment 4: Peter Bevan-Baker MLA for District 17 commended Council for its effort in addressing 

this concern in the community. He made the following comments: 
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- The province passed the Dog Owners Act in the fall season and dogs are not the problem 

but owners who fail to take responsibility for their dog(s) 

- The provincial Dog Owner’s Act is expected to become enforceable in the Spring Season.  

- It’s within the jurisdiction of the province to handle dangerous dogs, and the SPCA or RCMP 

can be contacted to intervene in such issues. However, the jurisdiction of the municipality 

covers dogs at large and dogs that do not cause any injury or harm to a person or livestock 

or other animal.  

- Considering what other municipalities have done, the cost of enforcing a Dog Bylaw does not 

come at an extreme cost. He emphasized the need for the municipality to have a Dog Bylaw 

and congratulated Daniel Sud on his appointment as the Councillor for Ward 2. 

Comment 5: Dave Iwankow requested clarification on the difference between the provincial Dog Act 

and the proposed bylaw of the municipality. 

Mayor Smith-MacPhail thanked the residents for their comments. 

• Adoption of Previous Meeting's Minutes  

The minutes of December 19, 2024, Council Meeting were approved as circulated. It was moved by 

Councillor Aaron MacEachern, seconded by Councillor Lillian MacCannell and unanimously carried.  

• Recommendation Items 

 PLB.25.16.1 – Animal Control Bylaw 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended  

Background:  

PLB.24.13.3 

Description:  

The CAO presented to committee members the draft Animal Control Bylaw. Appendix A 

attached hereto forming a part of these minutes. The committee discussed the 

considerations raised and provisions contained in the draft bylaw. The following 

recommendations were made:  
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- Enforcement Cost: Consider contracting a Bylaw Officer or PEI Humane Society for 

enforcement. The Humane Society has a pay per call or contract agreement 

options. Council directed the CAO to contact the Humane Society and obtain 

updated cost estimates. 

- Registration/License: Implement a one-time registration/license for each dog. 

- Holding Period: Allow dog owners to retrieve impounded dogs upon payment. 

- Number of dogs: No limit on the number of dogs per household. 

- Prohibited Areas: No area is designated as prohibited area. 

- Dangerous Dogs: Reference the provisions of the provincial Dog Act 

The Committee emphasized that the primary objective of the bylaw is public safety, and 

recommended the draft, with amendments, to Council for approval. Committee members 

agreed to discuss having a bylaw for other domestic animals at a future date if the need 

arises. 

• Informational Items 

 PLB.25.16.6 - Permit Reports 2024 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 

Description:  

The CAO presented a summary of permits issued in 2024 by RMWR. 

• Adjournment 

 Councillor Steve Pollard to adjourn the meeting at 7:24 PM.  

 The next meeting is February 13, 2025 

 

Helen Smith-MacPhail Susan Morse 

Mayor    ___________________________________ Chief Administrative Officer ____________________________ 
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Appendix A 
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Appendix A Continued 
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Appendix A Continued 
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Appendix A Continued 
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Appendix A Continued 
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Appendix A Continued 

 



_ 
Planning Board Committee Meeting January 9th, 2024, Minutes                                           Page 11 of 15 

Appendix A Continued 
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Appendix A Continued 
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Appendix A Continued 
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Appendix A Continued 
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Appendix A Continued 

 
 


