
                          Rural Municipality of West River Planning Board Committee Minutes 

Meeting No                                                  2025-17 Time                                                              6:00 PM 

Session                                            Regular - Public Date                           Thursday, February 20, 2025 

Chair                     Helen Smith-MacPhail - Mayor Location                         Afton Community Centre 

Adoption status                                     Approved Contact Person                       Susan Morse - CAO 

Attendance       Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail, Deputy Mayor Shaun MacArthur, Councillor Aaron 

MacEachern, Councillor Daniel Sud, Councillor John Yeo, Councillor Lillian MacCannell, 

Councillor Steve Pollard, Susan Morse – CAO, Mirko Terrazas – Development Officer 

Ehi Itua – Administrative Assistant 

Regret                Nil  

Guest                  

• Call to Order  

Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM. 

• Adoption & Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was approved as circulated. It was moved by Councillor John Yeo, seconded by 

Councillor Aaron MacEachern, and unanimously carried. 

• Declarations of Conflict of Interest 

Councillor Steve Pollard recused himself from item 5.1 – PLB.25.17.6, citing a conflict of interest. 

• Recommendation Items 

 PLB.25.17.1 – Animal Control Bylaw 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Referred  

Background:  

PLB.25.16.1 



_ 
      Planning Board Committee Meeting February 20th, 2025, Minutes        Page 2 of 31 

Description:  

The CAO informed the committee that a copy of the proposed bylaw has been forwarded to 

the Humane Society for review and to provide feedback regarding its enforceability. We are 

currently awaiting their response. Additionally the Municipality’s lawyer recommended that 

a Summary Proceeding Bylaw be established in order to effectively enforce the Animal 

Control Bylaw. 

The CAO further advised that this matter be referred to the Committee of Council for 

continued discussion, as the responsibility for drafting the Animal Control Bylaw falls outside 

the scope of the Planning Board Committee. It was moved by Councillor John Yeo and 

Seconded by Councillor Lillian MacCannell and unanimously.  

 PLB.25.17.2 – Rezoning Application – PID 681239 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended  

Background:  

PLB.24.15.3  

Description:  

The Development Officer presented the preliminary report regarding the rezoning 

application for a parcel located on Rte 19, Cumberland. The application requests a rezoning 

from Rural Area (RA) to Rural Residential (RR) to facilitate the subdivision of the parcel into 

eleven residential lots. Appendix A attached hereto forming a part of the minutes. The 

committee reviewed the rezoning application and the Development Officer’s report. The 

committee discussed that the preliminary report identified a few aspects of the proposed 

rezoning which need to be weighed to determine their compatibility with the Official Plan, 

and there are many aspects of the proposed rezoning which are compatible with the Official 

Plan. The committee determined that to properly weigh this request, it requires public 

feedback and an in depth planning report. The committee recommended that Council 

accept the rezoning request and begin the next steps to evaluate the application. It was 

moved by Councillor Aaron MacEachern and, seconded by Councillor John Yeo, and 

unanimously carried. 
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 PLB.25.17.3 – Excavation Pit Permit Application – PID 737163 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended  

Background:  

Samantha Murphy shared with the CAO a document on general information about 

Excavation Pits. Appendix B attached hereto forming a part of these minutes. 

Description:  

The CAO informed the committee that, prior to this date, the office of West River had been 

processing and approving excavation pit applications and renewals without presenting them 

to Council. These permits were issued for a two-year period. However, Appendix B indicates 

that Council makes the final decisions on all excavation pit applications, including renewals, 

and that permits be issued for a one-year period. The CAO explained that the Land Use 

Bylaw did not provide clear directions on this matter, which is why the practice of issuing 

two-year permits was not identified earlier. The committee discussed this updated 

information and recommended to Council that previously approved excavation pit permits 

for two years remain valid. Staff will follow up with the permit holders to evaluate 

compliance with the permits throughout the two year period. Additionally, future 

applications will be reviewed and decided on by Council for a one-year permit period.  

The committee also agreed to continue its discussion on reviewing the excavation pit 

application fee. The CAO informed the committee that staff spend as much or more time on 

processing these permits as they do for any other type of application with a comparable fee.  

 PLB.25.17.4 – Excavation Pit Permit Application – PID 737163 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended  

Description:  

The Development Officer presented a report on the excavation pit application received for 

PID#737163 Appendix C attached hereto forming a part of these minutes. The committee 

reviewed the application and accompanying report and recommended it to Council for 
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approval. It was moved by Councillor John Yeo and, seconded by Councillor Steve Pollard, 

and unanimously carried.  

PLB.25.17.4 – Excavation Pit Permit Application – PID 202465 

Decision Type: Action 

Status: Recommended  

Description:  

The Development Officer presented a report on the excavation pit application received for 

PID#202465 Appendix D attached hereto forming a part of these minutes. The committee 

reviewed the application and accompanying report and recommended it to Council for 

approval. It was moved by Councillor Aaron MacEachern and, seconded by Councillor Daniel 

Sud, and unanimously carried. 

 PLB.25.17.5 – Enforcement  

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received  

Background:  

PLB.24.15.2 

Description:  

The CAO updated the committee that the Enforcement Officer confirmed the pit operators 

at PID# 202465, who had been working without a valid permit, have ceased operations on 

the pit. Additionally, the applicant for the St. Catherine’s property has emailed to withdraw 

the variance application and has committed to dismantling the structure as soon as weather 

conditions permits. 

• Informational Items 

 PLB.25.17.6 – Commercial Use Permit Application – PID 1149327 

Decision Type: Information 

Status: Received 
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Description:  

In accordance with Section 1.6 of the Land Use Bylaw #2022-04 the CAO informed the 

committee that the office of the RMWR received a development application for a property 

zoned Commercial Industrial. Staff are reviewing the application to determine the use of the 

property and if the application will be required to be approved by Council.  

 PLB.25.17.7 – Permit Report 

Decision Type: Information  

Status: Received 

Description:  

The CAO presented a summary of permits issued from January 2025 by RMWR. 

 PLB.25.17.18– Land Use Report 

Decision Type: Information  

Status: Received 

Description:  

The CAO informed the committee that a document prepared by Stewart McKelvey, 

pertaining to Land Use - review of IRAC decisions from 2024, has been shared with Council. 

• Questions from Audience and Public Input 

 Michael Hogan - raised a concern regarding the requirement for a paved road in 

subdivisions. He questioned whether this standard could be relaxed for smaller subdivisions. 

Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail acknowledged the concern but explained that the RMWR 

Bylaw follows the provincial standard, which mandates paved roads. Deputy Mayor Shaun 

MacArthur mentioned that he believes this standard may have changed, as the province has 

begun installing unpaved roads in some cases. The council agreed to confirm whether there 

has been a change in the provincial standard and to revisit the issue for further discussion. 

 Hans Wilting – raised concerns about an information request received from the office of 

West River on his subdivision application - WR-0095 on obtaining approval from the 

Department of Environment (DOE) regarding crossing a waterway on the remanent parcel. 



_ 
      Planning Board Committee Meeting February 20th, 2025, Minutes        Page 6 of 31 

With information gathered from the Department of Environment he is requesting council to 

consider removing the requirement. Mayor Helen Smith-MacPhail directed staff to review 

this request and provide a response. 

• Adjournment 

 Deputy Mayor Shaun MacArthur to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Smith-MacPhail Susan Morse  

Mayor    ___________________________________ Chief Administrative Officer _____________________ 
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Appendix A 
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Appendix A Continued 
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Appendix B 

 
 



_ 
      Planning Board Committee Meeting February 20th, 2025, Minutes        Page 21 of 31 
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